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for travel and his acute power of observation of which
he gave ample evidence in later life manifested themselves
early in his student-life. During the summer of 1868 he
travelled extensively in Scotland and recorded his impres-
sion in graphic terms. Of special interest are his observa-
tions on the British political system which he had the oppor-
tunity to observei closely when the general elections were
held during November of that year. His love of represen-
tative institutions which was so clearly manifested in his
later life was greatly influenced by, if it was not born of,
his observations in Britain as a student. Referring to the
widespread interest which the British people took in their
own affairs, he remarked: "Among such a people, as may
be expected, most improvements emanate from the people,
for the people are the Government". "Such is England",
he stated later, "a country where people govern themselves
—what wonder if such a people have secured for them-
selves an amount of political liberty which is nowhere else
to be found on the face of the globe, America alone ex-
cepted
After his, success in the Competitive Examination of
1869, Romesh Dutt had greater opportunities to travel not
only in, Britain but also on the Continent of Europe and he
availed himself of these in full measure. He travelled
extensively over Great Britain and Ireland, in France,
Switzerland and Italy, and has left behind a detailed ac-
count of the journeys in one of his earliest works, Three
Years in Europe. These accounts reveal not only his acute
powers of observation and his vast knowledge of European
history and civilisation, but also depict two important traits
in his character. The first was his deep concern for the
poor and the lowly, and the second his patriotic yearning
to transplant the best in Europe on his home soil.
His admiration of the progress which Britain had made,

